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The account of Richardson for instance is so inflated in this manner that one
searches about in vain for any significant contribution of his. In other sec-
tions -over-dramatization may make a quite erroneous impression upon the
uninformed reader, as in "Death as Anesthetist" and the horrifying account
of curare. However, interest is well sustained throughout the narrative, and
while the serious student of history may frequently be irritated, the less
critical will read it with avidity. Obviously it is 'for the latter that the book
is written, and in this respect it fulfills its purpose. --s. C. HARVEY.
GENERAL BIOLOGY. By W. C. Beaver. 3rd Edition, 1946.
C. V. Mosby Co., St. Louis. pp. 820. $4.75.
This text of over eight hundred pages covers a wide field of biological
material and is well enough balanced to make it difficult to select parts for
special mention. The usual consideration of protoplasm, plant and animal
tissues, and survey of animal phyla is followed by one hundred and fifty
pages devoted to the comparative anatomy and physiology of invertebrate and
vertebrate animals on the basis of their organ systems. The sections on
economic importance of animals and plants are necessarily brief and chiefly
suggestive for further reading. The section on biochemical and biophysical
phenomena is an innovation in biology texts, but pertinent to the rest of the
material. The section on genetics is good and there is an unusually clear
and up-to-date description of human embryology. A rather extensive glos-
sary completes the book. The itext is written in clear and simple language,
with emphasis throughout on human biology. It is surprising that so much
material has been covered so comprehensively within one- volume.
-W. H. SAWYER.
CHARLES DARWIN AND THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE. By Lady
Nora Barlow. The Philosophical Library, Inc., New York City,
1946. pp. 279. $3.75.
The Beagle, FitzRoy, master, sails once more. What a measure of
comfort and reassurance -these letters and Notebook excerpts would have
given the small boy of rural New England of fifty years ago, when on at least
one day of the week the doctrine of creation was made amply clear (if
emphasis ever renders anything clear) and when The Origin of Species
proved pretty heavy going despite its fascination. The difficulty did not rest
in acceptance of the theory of evolution, but rather in comprehending how
one mind could encompass and align so many directive forces to form -a
composite picture. The difficulty of the small boy was due to he fact that an
assumption was made (gratuitous, of course) that Darwin just sat down and